[Toxic epidermal necrolysis and Stevens-Johnson syndrome].
Epidermal necrolysis (Stevens-Johnson syndrome, toxic epidermal necrolysis) is an acute and severe skin disease, induced by "(drug allergy" and characterized by the destruction of the epithelium of the skin and mucous membranes. It is extremely rare: about 2 cases per million per year. It is a life-threatening emergency. Blisters and detachment may involve a high portion of the body surface area and several mucosal sites. Visceral complications are frequent. The clinical diagnosis should be confirmed by a skin biopsy showing full-thickness necrosis of the epidermis. A dozen "high risk" medications account for 50% of cases. Symptomatic management in specialized units is urgent. The mortality rate is high (20-25%) and about one half of survivors will have sequelae, especially on the eyes.